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Recommendations for the G20 Aichi-Nagoya Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
G20 governments must do more efforts to protect and expand Civic Space
based on the SDGs Goal 16

To the country of the Group of Twenty (G20);

We are witnessing nowadays civic space, which is the activity sphere citizens can
freely speak, express, assemble and associate, has been narrowed all over the world.
In the AICHI TRIENNALE 2019, we have just experienced the example of that. A
part of the exhibitions was forced to be abandoned by the violent outcry and attack
towards the certain art works.

Civic space is the essential enabling environment to lead to the resolution of various
global issues. Civic space is based on the freedom of speech, expression, assembly
and association which are protected by the international treaties of human rights.
Narrowed civic space will risk the actions towards achieving SDGs.

G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting will be held on 22 and 23 November in Nagoya City,
Aichi Prefecture. We highly appreciate that SDGs will be discussed along with other
topics in the meeting.

SDG number 16 is the only goal that concerns with the problems of civic space among
17 goals of SDGs. It is declared that SDG number 16 promote peaceful and inclusive
society, the rule of law, elimination of violence, participatory decision-making and
protection of the basic rights of freedom. In other words, SDG number 16 deeply
relates to realization of the value of democracy that civil society is aiming to achieve.
In this context, SDG number 16 is indispensable for achieving all 17 SDGs with its
cross cutting nature and should be treated as a high priority.

Based on the above recognition, we, civil society organizations in the host city of G20
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, call on the G20 governments to take the following

actions:

1. Recognize that narrowed civic space will risk the actions towards achieving
SDGs.

2. Do more efforts to establish legal system to protect and expand civic space. At
the same time, show unrelenting attitude and actions against any form of
attacks to civic space.



3. Make the SDG number 16 as a top priority in discussing the agenda of SDGs
in the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

4. In discussing the said recommendation 3, Japanese government, as the chair
of the meeting, must recognize that protection and expansion of civic space are
inseparable from the achievement of SDG 16, and take the initiative of

discussion to make the achievement of peace and justice, rule of law and basic
human rights precondition for achieving of all goals of the SDGs.

November 21, 2019

Nagoya NGO Center

English translation supervised by Asian Health Institute.
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